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  What are you giving up for Lent this year?  I have been asked this question a lot in the 
last few days. It seems that anything worth giving up should maybe be given up for more 
than 46 daysé. So, I have decided to not give anything up this year (although the list could 
be quite lengthy), but rather to add to my spiritual discipline.  To be more aware of my  
relationship with Christ and to try to address the stumbling blocks that hinder this           
relationship.  I want to become aware of what keeps me from living well, from being closer 
to God.  Identify just where Satan is at work in my life.  What causes conflict, discontent 
within my life.    
  Christ encountered several stumbling blocks on his journey to the cross ï Judasô betrayal,  
Peterôs denial, the disciples falling asleep at Gethsemane while Jesus prayed, Pilateôs    
washing his hands as the crowds cried, ñCrucify him!ò  In remembering His journey for us, 
as HE bore our sins, I hope to also remember that He continues to walk with us, 
strengthen us and guard us from the tempter.  
  I hope to use these forty days of lent for more prayer, self -examination and repentance, 
to add to my awareness of being a child of God and what that means. To find strength in 
Jesus example of time in the wilderness preparing for His ministry by facing temptations 
that could hinder his mission and calling. 
 As we each spend our Lenten journey in ñgiving upò something or ñadding toò may we all 
walk in the light of Christ toward the celebration of Easter and our own Baptism.  May we 
each find within ourselves what it means to be and live as the church.  
Blessings, Marcia 
 

FROM PASTOR FRANK . . .   

FROM MARCIA . . .  

Sundays:            

8:15 a.m.      

10:30 a.m. 

Saturdays:          

5:30 p.m. 

Sunday School 

 9:15ð10:15 a.m. 

 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan!          

You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on 

the things of God, but on the things of man."  Matthew 16:23  

The earthquake in Haiti shook North Platte.  

Members of First Evangelical Lutheran Church felt the shock and responded with a 
ñHearts for Haitiò Prime Rib dinner on February 12. As a result, First Evangelical will   
be sending $4,943 to ELCA Disaster Relief. 

Advertised as a ñspecial night outò for Valentineôs Day, members of the congregation 
prepared a formal, sit -down dinner of prime rib, baked potatoes and rolls with     
homemade pie for dessert. More than 225 people enjoyed an evening of fine food 
while listening to music from a chamber quintet. Local merchants donated items for a 
silent auction. Younger members of the congregation dressed and served as waiters 
and waitresses. At the end of the evening they decided that all their tips would also  
go to the relief fund.  

However, more than the victims of the earthquake were ministered by this event.     
On the day before the dinner, one member of First Evangelical purchased 11 tickets  
for the dinner. She took them to the local homeless shelter and distributed them        
to the residents who were delighted to be invited.  

What a powerful witness and way of doing mission by reaching out to others.  

The lesson is let the church be the church and see what happens! 
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1 
 

10am Prayer 
4-8pm Quilts 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm Miriam Circle  
 
 
 

2 
 

6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
6:30 MMI 
 

3  

 

9:30 WELCA Board 
5:30 Marciaõs Bible 
Study 
6:30 Ch. Ed & Youth 
and Family Meeting 
 

11:30 & 6:30     
Light Meal 

12:15 & 7:30 

4 
 

10AM Potluck 
Brunch WELCA 
5:30 pm Holy  
Harmony 
6:30  Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

 
 

5 
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 

 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

5:30 Worship w/
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 3rd Lent 
 Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Fellowship Coffee 
9:30 New Members Class 
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 
5:00 Tumbleweed Cluster 
 

8 
 

10am Prayer 
4-8pm Quilts 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm New       
Members Class 
7-9 Monday      
Musicale 
 
 
 

 

9 
 

1:00 Visually       
Impaired Persons 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
 
 
 

 

10 
 

9-11 Library in Use 
5:30 Marciaõs Bible 
Study 
 

11:30 & 6:30     
Light Meal 

12:15 & 7:30 
Lent Service 

 
 
 

 

 

11 
 

5:30 pm Holy  
Harmony 
6:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 
6:30 BS Leaders 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                   

 

12 
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 
 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 
Noon Finance 
Meeting 
 
 

13   
 

9:00-3:30 WELCA 
Spring Gathering 
 
5:30 Worship w/
Communion  
 
 
 

 

14 4th Lent 
 Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Youth Breakfast  
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 
10:30 New Members 
Accepted 

15  
 

10am Prayer 
Noon Cardiac    
Support Group 

1-8pm Quilters 
6:30 Interchurch 
Reserve 
6:30pm Worship  
& Music Meeting 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7:30 Ruth Circle 

16 
 

9:00 Adah Circle 
at Airport Inn 
2:00 Cent Comm. 
3:00 Buffalo Bill 
Communion 
4:30-6 Basement 
in Use 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
 

17 St. Patrickôs Day 
 

5:30 Marciaõs Bible 
Study 

 

11:30 & 6:30     
Light Meal 

12:15 & 7:30 
Lent Service 

 

 

18      
 
 

9:30 Lois Circle 
11:45 Esther Cir 
5:30 pm Holy 
Harmony 
6:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

19  
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 
 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

 

 

20 
 
5:30 Worship w/
Communion  

21 5thLent 
Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Fellowship Coffee 
9:15 Property Mtg    
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 
2-5 Piano Recital 

22 
 
 

10am Prayer 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Council    
Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 

23 
 

1:30 Hearing    
Impaired 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
 

 
 

24 
 

9-11 Library in Use  
5:30 Marciaõs Bible 
Study 

11:30 & 6:30     
Light Meal 

12:15 & 7:30 
Lent Service 

Easter Lily Order 
Deadline 

25 
 

1:00 Quilts 
1:30 Newsletter 
5:30 pm Holy 
Harmony 
6:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

 

26 
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 
 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 

 

27 
 

5:30 Worship w/
Communion  

28 Palm Sunday 

Worship Service with 
Communion 

8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Fellowship Coffee    
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 
1-8 pm Basement in use 

29 
 

10am Prayer 
4-8pm Quilts 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

30 
 

6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 

31 
 

5:30 Marciaõs Bible 
Study 

1  
Maundy Thursday   
 

2  3 
 
NO SATURDAY 

EVENING  
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 



Worship Services:  
 

Worship with Communion  

Saturday Night at 5:30 pm 

Sunday 8:15 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 
9:15-10:15 am  
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Lenten Lessons  

S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T 

 1 A Bargain 
 

Holding on to 

guilt can be pain-

ful.  Letôs trade it 

in for mercy. 

 

 

Luke 6:36-38 

2 Rabbi 
 

Your Word, O 

God, is the    

greatest teacher.  

From it, we find 

all truth. 

 

Matthew 23:1-12 

3 Divine     

Sacrifice 
 

Jesus was exalted 

in his humility and 

glorified in his 

suffering. 

 

Matthew 20:17-28 

4 Charity 
 

May we share 

what we have with 

the poor and hun-

gry, the sick and 

lonely. 

 

Luke 16:19-31 

5 Egyptôs King 
 

For strength in 

times of adversity, 

look to Joseph, 

sold as a slave. 

 

 

Gen 37:3-4, 12-28 

6 Come Home 
 

Much distracts us 

from following 

God, but the lost 

may always    

return. 

 

Luke 15:1-3,11-32 

7 Gardening 
 

Heavenly Lord, 

help us to not  

remain dry and 

barren this year, 

but bear much 

fruit instead.  

Luke 13:1-9 

8 Simplicity 
 

Lent may not 

shine with Easter 

miracles, but it 

holds little acts of 

love. 

 

2 Kings 5:1-15 

9 Each & 

Every Time 
 

Look not at oneôs 

debts, but at the 

contrition or 

mercy he/she 

shows. 

Matthew 18:21-35 

10 He is    

Timeless 
 

Godôs wisdom is 

holy and true, no 

matter how old or 

new it might 

seem. 

Matthew 5:17-19 

11 More    

Powerful 
 

Be not afraid: the 

Lord, who casts 

away demons, is 

our strength. 

 

Luke  11:14-23 

12 Priceless 
 

Nothing carries 

more value than 

this: to care for 

the least of Godôs 

children. 

 

Mark 12:28-34 

13 Bowing 
 

As Jesus humbled 

himself to come to 

us, so must we 

humbly approach 

our God. 

 

Luke  18:9-14 

14 The Best 

You Can Be 
 

Reconciliation is a 

way to become an 

upgraded version 

of ourselves. 

 

2 Cor 5:17-21 

15 Story Time 
 

Gather your    

family and share a 

time when the 

Lord filled you 

with life and joy. 

 

Psalm 30 

16 Unity 
 

All Godôs people 

come together 

under one baptism 

in the name of the 

Trinity. 

 

Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12 

17 Salvation 

Appearing 
 

When we reflect 

on Jesusô resurrec-

tion, his divinity is 

clear. 

 

John 5:17-30 

18 Local     

Witnesses 
 

May our small 

acts of penitence 

testify to the truth 

of Godôs mercy. 

 

John 5:31-47 

19 Our Shield 
 

You never need to 

fear speaking the 

truth; the Spirit 

that sends you will 

protect you. 

 

John 7:1-2,        

10, 25-30 

20 Viewpoint 
 

Worry not about 

where someone 

has come from, 

but where he is 

going. 

 

John 7:40-53 

21 Repent 
 

Surrounded by 

critics?  Turn 

from sin, and  

Jesus will restore 

your dignity. 

 

John 8:1-11 

22 The Word 

of God 
 

Godôs message is 

always the same: 

ñBe not afraid. I 

am with you.ò 

 

Psalm 23 

23 Declaring to 

All  
 

In his rising to 

heaven, Jesus pro-

fesses his glorious 

name to the world. 

 

John 8:21-30 

24 Cheer 
 

The Father smiles 

when we yearn   

to please him with 

love and          

obedience.  

 

John 8:31-42 

25 A Blessed 

Name 
 

In God, our iden-

tity is one of an 

adopted child, a 

chosen love. 

 

Genesis 17:3-9 

26 Definition 
 

Holiness isnôt in 

avoiding the threat 

of evil, but in 

trusting the power 

of good. 

 

Jeremiah 20:10-13 

27 Ultimate 

Sacrifice 
 

Caiaphas said, 

ñFrom the death 

of one man, all are 

united in Godôs 

name.ò 

John 11:45-56 

28 Palm     

Sunday 
 

Though we, too, 

will die someday, 

Jesus gives us 

hope in new life. 

 

Phil 2:6-11 

29 Courage 
 

The reality of the 

crucifixion is 

frightening, but 

Christ knew God 

was with him. 

 

Psalm 27 

30 Contrite 

Hearts 
 

Show us how we 

betrayed you, 

Lord, so we can 

admit our guilt. 

 

John 13:21-38 

31 A Bitter 

Cup 
 

Jesusô suffering 

began with the 

betrayal of Judas 

Iscariot, one of his 

own. 

Matt 26:14-25 

1 Join in the 

Banquet 
 

When you are full 

of compassion for 

another, feast in 

the divine over-

flowing . 

1 Cor 11:23-26 

2 Never       

Betrayed 
 

We flee and hide 

and deny our God, 

but today we are 

redeemed by his 

Son. 

John 18:1-19; 42 

3 Looking for 

God? 
 

Seek the Lord 

where he can be 

found: with his 

people, among the 

living. 

Luke 24:1-12 

Worship Services for Wednesdays     
during Lent 

11:30 a.m. WELCA Lunch 
12:15 p.m. Lenten Service 

6:30 p.m. Meal 
7:30 p.m. Worship Service 



Church Council and Committee Reports  

2010 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY COUNCIL MEETING WAS HELD MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2010 
 

Opening Devotions by Pastor Frank Fitch III 
 

Congregational memberõs forum: No Report 
 

Committee Reports 
Christian Education and Youth: Youth Coordinator and Child Care position discussed. First Communion on Easter, April 4th;       

Teacher Appreciation - May 2; Last day of Sunday School - May 9th; Senior Graduation Day - May 16th and VBS - July 12-16. 
Finance: Committee is reviewing records and will have a report at next meeting.  
Worship & Music: Preparing for Seder Supper and Easter. Lenten meals have been scheduled. 
Christian Outreach: Restructuring WinC and looking for more people to help with meals. Prime Rib for Haiti went very well.                 

Over 200 attended the event raising $4,943. The Bishop called about the dinner.  Discussion followed on the unity of the            
congregation for a cause and possible future events. 

Stewardship:  No report. 
Library: Books are checked out and not returned. Reminder letters may be sent out.   
Property: The expansion tank has been installed and paid for at a cost of $1,382. Money collected to date totals $1,833 with                 

another $227 in pledges. The extra money collected will be applied towards the Capital Improvement Fund.  
Foundation: Committee feels investments are doing well. 
Mutual Ministry 1: Committee met with nothing to report at this time. 
Mutual Ministry 2: Bishop has signed Marciaôs call and the committee can proceed to schedule Marciaôs installation.  
 

Minutes of Previous meeting, January 25, 2010:  Approved. 
 

Correspondence: Concert on March 16, 2010 at North Platte Community Playhouse. Letter from State Farm Insurance Company.   
 Letter from the Synod noting that Lutheran Men in Mission were short of funds. 

 

Old Business: 
 Expansion Tank discussed under Property (above). 

 

New Business: 
 Members are turning in the ñTime and Talentò sheets and are being compiled.  
 

Use of facilities and Membership changes:  Discussed and approved. 
 

Membership Changes, January 26ñFebruary 22, 2010: Removed through Death: Martha Woodcock. Added through Baptism: Treston 
 Izaiah Siefford, Cameron August Thompson and Bryce Vernon Reutzel. Added through Transfer of Membership: Mildred Schledewitz 

 

Meeting adjourned with the Lordôs Prayer. 
 

Council Members Forum: Discussion on the Natural Church Development. Bylaws will be brought to the next council meeting to discuss 
 changing the term for council members. Discussion on how to increase attendance at church services.   

 

Next meeting:  March 22, 2010 
 

February 2010 Council minutes are available on the table in front of the church office window. 

Office Name Term Committee 

Vice-President Kaye Gibbons 2008-2009-2010     Christian Outreach, MM II 

 Dan Janek 2008-2009-2010     Stewardship, MM I 

 Carla Jensen                    2008-2009-2010     Library 

 Jim Schwartz                   2008-2009-2010     Worship & Music 

 Kathy Hinrichs                  2009-2010-2011    Stewardship 

 Kathy Lowe                  2009-2010-2011    Christian Ed/Youth & Family, MM II 

President  James Nisley                    2009-2010-2011    Mutual Ministries I 

Treasurer Justin Schwartz 2009-2010-2011    Finance & Foundation 

Secretary Elyse Bohling 2010-2011-2012    Christian Education 

 Lori Evans 2010-2011-2012    Worship & Music 

 Mark Obermeier 2010-2011-2012    Property 

 Arleen Petersen 2010-2011-2012    Christian Outreach 
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The Cross is pivotal.  
 

Pivotal means crucial or absolutely necessary. Such is the cross on which Jesus died.         
It represents salvation from sin and death. To see sin in all its cruelty and depravity,         
look at the cross. The cross can jar a person to the core.  
 
In his parentôs bedroom, a teenager noticed a picture heôd never paid attention to before.  
It was a vivid scene of the Crucifixion. As the boy studied it, his emotions began to stir.    
He saw the helpless Christ dying, the helmeted soldiers bearing spears, the crowd     
seething with hatred. Jesus was pinned to the cross, bleeding and helpless. Mary stood 
nearby, consumed by grief.  
 
The picture revealed sin and its results: suffering and death. What if the room had a       
different picture, with an empty tomb and an angel announcing Christôs resurrection?   
Those represent that God loves mankind so much he still wants to save us, no matter   
what weôve done.  

Easter Lilies 
 

Ρ  I wish to purchase one through the church.  (Cost is $12.50).  Deadline is March 24th. 

Ρ I will bring my own. 

 

Bulletin information as follows:          

 

 Ρ to the Glory of God.          Ρ in Memory ofé             Ρ in Honor ofé 

 

  

   __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

From:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

After Easter Services: (please check one) 

 

Ρ I will pick up my lily.     Ρ Please deliver to a shut-in.      Ρ I will help deliver lilies. 
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