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A new year!  Are you like me and always have grand ideas of new resolutions for a 
new year?  New ways to improve my life, my health, my spiritual life?  I hope you 
have better success than I do in fulfilling these grand illusions.  As I think of the 
new year I canôt help but look back on the past year.  On things that seem to have 
turned out for the better and others that could have been different, perhaps much 
better. In the Bible study group that met during WinC last fall we asked three 
questions each time we reflected upon a passage of scripture.  We asked: What do 
you think God is doing here?  What do you hear God saying to you, personally?   
What do you hear God saying to us as a community, as a group of His children 
here at First Lutheran? Maybe these questions are good ones to ask as we reflect 
on the past year and look forward to a new year.  As change seems inevitable, as 
our Lord and Savior is our reason for being, it would be good to include him in our 
planning, in our doing His work!  
Blessings on your New Year, 
Marcia 

 
 

FROM PASTOR FRANK . . .   

FROM MARCIA . . .  

Sundays:            

8:15 a.m.      

10:30 a.m. 

Saturdays:          

5:30 p.m. 

Sunday School 

 9:15ð10:15 a.m. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!     
    2 Corinthians 5:17  

ñHow much more will God.ò  Itôs from the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus compares 
human fathers with God and observes that if a boy asks his father for bread, the 
father will not give him a stone.  Or, if the son asks for a fish, the father will not 
give him a serpent.  Jesus then makes his point: ñIf you, then, bad as you are, 
know how to give your children what is good for them, how much more will your 
heavenly Father. . .ò 
 
What a comforting, heartening assurance.  Sometimes we have difficulty           
recognizing a good gift when we get one.  How much more God knows what is 
good and what isnôt.  From our personal perspective, ñgoodò means whatever is to 
our personal and immediate advantage.  When a child asks for a loaf, he doesnôt 
always get a loaf.  Sometimes he only gets half a loaf.  Sometimes he gets part of 
a loaf.  Sometimes he gets nothing:  ñYouôll spoil your dinner.ò  Sometimes he gets 
spinach.  God in his eternal parenthood knows goodness and what he gives will be 
good.   
 
How much more will God!  We can rest on it to the very end.  And then, too.  
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1 
 

Office Closed 

2 
 

5:30 Worship w/
Communion  

3 2nd Christmas 
 Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Coffee 
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 

 
 

 

4 
 

10am Prayer 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm Miriam Circle  
 
 
 

5 
 

6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
6:30 MMI 
 
ALL COMMITTEE 
REPORTS  ARE 
DUE  at 4:00 p.m. 

6 Epiphany of Our 

Lord 

 

9:30 WELCA Board 
6:30 Comm.     
Meetings 
 
 

7 
 

5:30 pm Holy  
Harmony 
6:30  Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

 
 
 

8 
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 

 
 
 
 

9 
 

5:30 Worship w/
Communion 
 
7:00 Basement 
reserved 
 
 
 
 

10 Baptism             

of Our Lord 
 Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Fellowship Coffee   
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 

11 
 

10am Prayer 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm  Council 
Meeting  
 
 
 

 
 

12 
 

6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
 
 

 

13 
 

9-11 Library in Use 
1:00 Visually       
Impaired Persons 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

14 
 

5:30 pm Holy  
Harmony 
6:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 
6:30 BS Leaders 
 
 
 
 

 

 

15 
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 
 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 
 
 

16   
 

5:30 Worship w/
Communion  
 
 

 

17 2nd Epiphany 
 Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Fellowship Coffee  
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 
 

 

18  
 

10am Prayer 
Noon Cardiac    
Support Group 

7 pm Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm Ruth  
Circle  
 
 
 

 
 

 

19 
 

9:00 Adah Circle 
at Airport Inn 
2:00 Cent Comm. 
3:00 Buffalo Bill 
Communion 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
 
 

 

20  
 

9-11 Library in Use 
 
 

 

21      
 
 

9:30 Lois Circle 
11:45 Esther Cir 
5:30 pm Holy 
Harmony 
6:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

 
 
 
 

22  
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 
 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 
 

 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

23 
 

2-4 Baby Shower 
 
5:30 Worship w/
Communion  

24 3rd Epiphany 
Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

8:15 Baptism/Child Care 
9:15 Fellowship Coffee    
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 

Annual Meeting 

25 
 
 

10am Prayer 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7pm Council    
Meeting 
 

 
 

26 
 

1:30 Hearing    
Impaired 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Yoga 
 

 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

11:00             
Tumbleweed 
1:00 Quilts 
1:30 Newsletter 
5:30 pm Holy 
Harmony 
6:30 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

29 
 

7:00 am Menõs 
Bkfst 
 

9:00 am Prayer 
Scarves 

 

30 
 

5:30 Worship w/
Communion  

31 4th Epiphany 
Worship Service with 

Communion 
8:15 am & 10:30 am 
9:15 Sunday School 

8:15 Child Care 
9:15 Fellowship Coffee    
9:30 Angelic Ringers 
10:00 Praise Band 

      

Worship Services:  
 

Worship with Communion  

Saturday Night at 5:30 pm 

Sunday 8:15 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 
9:15-10:15 am  

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s : 
 

M ON-THUR 9 :00 AM -4:00 PM 
 

FRIDAY  9 :00 AM - NOON 
 

SATURDAY  -  CLOSED 
 

SUNDAY  9 :00 AM - NOON 
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WinC  

Food, Fellowship and Fun  
  òIn the name of Christó  

WinC is for everyone!  

Wednesday In the Name of Christ    
Activities for the entire family  

 January 6th thru February 10th.  

 
4:00 ð 5:00    
Bible Study with Marcia 
 

5:00 ð 5:30    
Praise Band Practice 
 

5:15 ð 6:15    
Meal Served 
 

6:15 ð 7:00    
Guest Speakers 
Confirmation for 7th grade 
Open Gym 
Childrenõs Music and sharing time  
*Teen Praise Band grades 8-12       
*Youth Bells & Chimes  
 

7:00 ð 8:00    
Bible Study with Pastor Frank          
   (begins Jan 20) 
Youth time  
Kids activities and games 
Other activities - Cards & quilting   

 
Jan. 6 
All Committees Meet 
 
Jan. 13 
Family Movie Night 
 
Jan. 20 
Regular Schedule 
 
Jan. 27 
Regular Schedule 
 

Do you like to cook?  Like to organize? How about organizing 
meals? First Lutheran is looking for someone who would like to 
share their gifts with others in organizing Salvation Army meals. 
We are responsible for meals approximately four times a year on 
Friday nights at the Salvation Army.  Donôt have to cook them, 
just organize the cooks!  If this is something for you, please    
contact the office.  

Salvation Army Meal Coordinator  



Church Council and Committee Reports  

ELCA Visions & Expectations: 
In response to concerns presented to Pastor and Council members with regard to the recent ELCA changes, Pastor   
explained the purpose of the 1993 Vision and Expectations for rostered professionals in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America. Discussion took place. 
 

Motion made by Jim Nisley and seconded by Justin Schwartz to adapt the 1993 Vision and Expectations for rostered 
professionals in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Discussion took place.  The motion passed.  A copy of the 
1993 Vision and Expectations will be attached to the Church by-laws.  Copies are available in the church office or online 

at http://www.elca.org. Type in ñVisions and Expectationsò in the search box. 

The 129th ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
 

Mark your calendar for the annual meeting on January 24, 2010 between the 8:15 am and 10:30 am Worship services. 
Voting members are those who are confirmed, have communed and contributed on record during 2009.  In preparation 
for this meeting, reports from all committees and organizations need to be turned into the office. If you are the secretary 
or chairman of a committee or organization, please see that a report of membership, officers and activities during 2009 is 
turned in to the office no later than January 5, 2010.  
The Congregational Meeting will be January 24, 2010. Thank you.   
 

Council members whose term ends January 2010 are: Jim Aufrecht, Marty Johnson,  
Sandi Kaskie and Tim Vanderheiden. Thank you for your dedication and hard work. 

Council and Committees:  
Council: Old Business: The 2010 Budget will be included with the 2009 Annual Reports. Motion passed to transfer 
$41,015.81 from the Shrake Fund to replenish the ñSpecial Accountsò and to open a new business account to    
deposit designated funds. Motion passed to adapt the 1993 Vision and Expectations for rostered professionals in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  A copy of the 1993 Vision and Expectations will be attached to the 
Church by-laws.  Additionally, a copy is to be attached to these meeting minutes. New Business: Congregation 
vote for Marcia Dorn will be addressed at the Annual Meeting. Motion passed to change personnel policy for the 
Secretary, Custodian and Office Manager.  

Christian Education ï Marcia reported that the committee is working on preparation for the Christmas Program. 
Finance ï Justin Schwartz reported that Kim Kujath reviewed the Church records and found no material discrepancies 
in the amounts reported for the year ending December 31, 2008.  (A copy of Kimôs letter to the Church Council and 
the Finance Committee stating the above was provided to each Council member.)  Kim also thanked Olene Beck 
and Rae Gullion for their dedication and hard work. 

Worship and Music ï Cantata cancelled due to lack of participation. 
Christian Outreach ï Carla Jensen and Kaye Gibbons reported the WINC is done for now and will start again January 

6, 2010.  An angel tree with the names of individuals that reside in a nursing home or are a shut in will be on      
display.  Church members are encouraged to participate.  Gifts are to be at the Church by December 13th as the 
youth will be delivering them.  Members that know of anyone whose name should be added to the tree are to    
contact the office or the committee. 

Stewardship ï Dan Janak reported that pledge cards will be distributed in the newsletter.  The committee will be    
considering how the pledge cards should be distributed in the future. 

Library ï Pastor reported that the library continues to be very active. 
Property ï Weathercraft will be looking at the loose shingles on the roof. 
Foundation ï No report. 
Mutual Ministry 1 ï Pastor reported that the committee is meeting regularly.  Additionally, Dan Janak and Jim Nisley 

have agreed to serve on the committee next year. 
Mutual Ministry 2 ï No report.  The committee has not met yet this month. 

Membership changes, October 27, 2009 ï November 23, 2009: Eldon Walter Schomp ï Removed through death. 

Peityn Reilee Otzel ï Added through baptism. Adalen Kendra Ehlers ï Added through baptism. 
 

November 2009 Council minutes are available on the table in front of the church office window.  



Giving/Missions  

 

Textbooks for Tanzania  

is a Nebraska Synod-

based project. 
Looking for a creative way to 

celebrate special occasions?  

Textbooks for Tanzania is a 

chance to honor your loved 

ones and make a difference in 

the lives of young people in Tanzania.  Alternative gifts 

can change lives.  $10 places a book in a Tanzania 

classroom and brings smiles to the gift recipient and to 

faces of students in Tanzania. 

Send Contribution to: 

   Textbooks for Tanzania 

   Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

   4980 South 118th Street, Suite D 

   Omaha, NE  68137 
 

Or visit their website at http://

www.textbooksfortanzania.org  

Vision Trips to Tanzania  
 

Visit the Northern Diocese of the Ev. Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania.  Several Nebraska Synod-
sponsored trips to Tanzania are planned for 
the coming years: 
Z July 12-27, 2010 
Z February 7-22, 2011 
Z July 11-26, 2011 
 
Estimated costs range from $3,600 to $4,350 
which covers all airfare, transportation, meals, 
safari fees, and visas.  Interested?  Please  

contact Pastor Martin Russell or Stephanie    
Lusienski in the Nebraska Synod Office at 
402.896.5311.  

The Bible talks about tithing 10% of our income to 
God through the church.  While tithing is not a  
requirement, it certainly is a noble goal for Godôs 
children.  Please pray over your plan.  Ask God to 
direct your life in such a way that you can also 
say that you have glorified God in your giving.  
Every member who is confirmed is encouraged to 
complete an ñEstimate of Giving Cardò.  You may 
pick one up in the office. 
 

Have you considered an easier way to give your 
monthly offerings to First Lutheran?  With 
òSimply Givingó you can have a designated 
amount deducted from your bank account each 
month and transferred to First Lutheranôs bank 
account.  If you have increased your pledge for 
2010, you will need to pick up an information 
folder now, fill it out with the new amount, and  
turn it in to Olene. Pick up a ñSimply Givingò       
information folder from the church office.   

Financial Report 
for the month of: Nov.  2009  

  2009  YTD 2009  

Received C & B Offerings        $24,509.97 $258,563.39 

Received Rental, Interest $90.00 $1,709.80 

Recôd Shrake Foundation 

non-designated:  
$0.00 $30,000.00 

TOTAL RECEIVED $24,599.97  $290,273.19  

TOTAL EXPENSES $27,961.99  $325,333.57  

BALANCE $(3,362.02)  $(35,060.38)  
   

Non Current & Benevolence  
Designated Receipts 

$2,018.34  $29,272.71  

Received from Foundation 
Designated Receipts 

$0  $9,757  

2009 Annual Budget  $373,485  
 

      12   months  =   $31,124                       
 (Amount needed monthly)  

 

Offerings received through  

For ELCA GOOD GIFT ideas you may stop by 
the office or visit the ELCA website at  
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/
Responding-to-the-World   

Annual Pledges  
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Women of the ELCA Newsletter ðDecember 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Monday 
6:30 p.m.  

Miriam Circle  
 

3rd Monday 
6:30 p.m.  

Ruth Circle  
 

3rd Tuesday 
9:00 am 

Adah Circle 
  
 

ñMobilizing 
women to act 

boldly on their faith 
in  

Jesus Christ. 
 

1st Wednesday 
9:30am 

Board Mtg  
 

3rd T hursday 
9:30am  

Lois Circle  
at Hobbes 

 

3rd T hursday 
Esther Circle  

in church  
Library 

Are you a new member 

to FELC? Or a young 

mother wanting to meet 

other  

Christian 

women? 

 

Contact 

the church 

office and we will be 

happy to have one of 

our WELCA circle     

members contact you.  

Join in our fellowship, 

bible study and service.  

 

January 16, 2010 

Winter Retreat 

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church in               

Grand Island. 

 

March 13, 2010 

Spring Gathering 

Hershey, NE 

Women of the ELCA Visitor for December 2009 
Circle Duties:  Bingo at Centennial December 8th, Adah; January 12th, Esther 

Serve Sunday Coffee December 27th, Ruth; January 24th, Adah 
 

The Womenôs Board met Wednesday, December 2 at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting opened with prayer.   

Next Board Meeting will be Wednesday, January 6th at 9:30 a.m.   

As agreed, the Treasurer will give $300 from the Turkey Dinner to The Good Samaritan Fund.  Three Hundred 
dollars supplemental funds will be given by Thrivent.   Total for The Good Samaritan Fund $600. 

WORK GROUPS: 

Prayer shawls for Tanzania:  Knit or crochet prayer shawls at the church each Friday 9:00-11:00 a.m.     
Everyone welcome.  Weõll teach you how to knit.  The shawls can be made at home.   127 shawls were 
given to prisoners in Tanzania in 2009. 

Ladies meet on the second Monday from 4:30 p.m. ð 9 p.m. to build and sew quilts.  We have sewing     
machines.  Consider coming to help.    

Purchased:  Two electric roasters.  Old roasters will be offered to ñThe Connectionò. 

Community outreach Budget for 2009:  $50 to each of the following:  Tabatha Home, Mosaic at Axtel,     
Salvation Army, The Connection, Lutheran Family Services, Bridge of Hope, Rape and Domestic Abuse,  
Habitat For Humanity, Lutheran Student Center in Lincoln, and Lutheran Campus Center at UNK.    

Winter Retreat, January 16th, 9:00 a.m., at Grand Island.  Reservation deadline January 6th.  Cost $18.   

Spring Gathering, March 13th, Hershey.  We will provide rolls.   

Julie introduced Godõs Global Barnyard program to the board.   WELCA voted to purchase a Sheep for 
$125.  Julie will explain program at the Christmas Bread and Salad Luncheon. 
 

Joan Johansen, WELCA Secretary 
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES  

Happy New Year First Lutheran! 
 
Itôs hard to believe it is already 2010! As a new year begins, so does another chapter in 
my life. Itôs bitter-sweet for me to announce that as of January 3 I will be stepping down from 
my position as youth coordinator. I will continue to volunteer my time as much as I can until a decision is 
made about the position. My husband and I will be moving to McCook once we close on our house. 
Justin and I are very excited to start our life in McCook and Iôm excited to be closer to family. 
 

I have really enjoyed my time spent with the youth at First Lutheran. I hope that the Sunday School 
teachers continue to increase the numbers for Sunday School and that the Luther Leagues continue to 
grow in their faith and enjoy the services they provide to the church and community.  
 

I would like to say thank you to the parents and teachers for helping me with a successful Christmas  
program. It was a great joy watching the program come together!  
 

First Lutheran should be proud of the children they have in this church. They are the future of the church 
but they are also the today!  
 

Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6  
 

Kelli Jensen 

 Youth Yap 

�´�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D���+�H�D�U�W���I�R�U���-�H�V�X�V�µ 
June 26-July 2, 2010 

Minneapolis, MN  

Early bird registration February 15, 2010 for $350. 

Final cutoff registration is March 31, 2010, for $375. 

Remaining balance is due May 15th.  

Grades 9-12 

 *includes 2010 graduates and upcoming freshman 

Carol Joy Holling Camp 2010 
For those who like to plan ahead, contact Marcia for information about summer church camps! There are great 
deals for those that register far in advance and First Ev. Lutheran will help make the trip possible. Carol Joy Holl-
ing Camp offers camps for those in 1st grade up to 12th grade. We have heard great things from those that at-
tended last year and encourage everyone to try it out! 

Operation IDEA is a grassroots initiative of the Nebraska Synod ELCA, created for the purpose of raising 
leaders for Christôs Church! 
Mission  
To work in partnership with the Holy Spirit to raise up the best leadership possible for Christôs Church. 
Vision  
To put people in touch with the privilege and honor of serving through Christôs church and to enable per-
sons to respond to Godôs call with their lives. 

Operation Idea  

2010 Nebraska Synod Youth Mission Trip  


