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Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Frank H. Fitch III 
 308-520-7469 
Associate in Ministry:  
 Marcia Dorn, 308-380-4256 
Church Council, President:  
 Rick Kolkman, 534-3617 
Custodians:  
 Dorothy Schmidt 
 Wes Thompson 
Financial Secretary:  
 Rae Gullion 
Music & Preschool Director:  
 Gail Jensen, 534-4290 
Office Manager:  
 Olene Beck, 386-8677 
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O f f i c e  H o u r s 
 

Monday - Thursday                           
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

Friday: 9:00 AM - Noon 
 

Saturday: Closed 
 

Sunday: 9:00 AM - Noon 

 
Contact Us... 

 Phone: 308-532-0250 
 Fax: 308-532-5291 
 Email:  frstluth@msn.com  
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 Worship Services  

 

with Communion 
 

SATURDAY: 5:30 PM ~ WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAY: 8:15 AM ~ TRADITIONAL 

 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM ~ PRAISE 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

After the Baptism of his baby 
brother in church, little Johnny 
sobbed all the way home in the 
back seat of the car. His father 
asked him three times what was 
wrong. Finally, the boy replied, 
"That priest said he wanted us 
brought up in a Christian home, 
but I want to stay with you guys."  

 

We acknowledge first that Baptism is Godôs act, Godôs initiative and 
Godôs gift. It connects us to Jesus, the Church and eternal life.  Baptism 
is the foundational event that brings us into the community of faith and 
gives us our identity as Godôs people. Martin Luther regularly reminded 
people that baptism was the beginning of something that takes a  
lifetime to complete. Remembering our baptism can be an important 
source of comfort and strength as we struggle with societal values that 
are opposed to life in Christ. Because we are baptized we are "in, not 
of" this world and our primary citizenship is in the kingdom of God.  
When we are baptized we do not become solitary Christians, but we 
are baptized into a community of faith that is part of a communion of 
saints that spans space and time. 

 

As part of our Lenten discipline this year we will be recalling and  
remembering our baptism with the prayer that what God began with us 
he will accomplish. 

 
 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY LEADERS  

Rev. Frank H. Fitch III 
Senior Pastor 

Marcia Dorn 
Associate in Ministry 



First Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Meeting was cancelled in December due to weather. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:   
To make Christ known in our love for one another, by service to our neighbor, and in worship of God.          
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Andrew Hillertz, 2012-2014    
 Worship & Music, Mutual Ministries II  

Melissa Johnson, 2012-2014     
Treasurer Advisor, Finance/Education /Youth  

Rick Kolkman (President), 2011-2013           
 Preschool, MMI  

Dr. Lee Lamberty (VP), 2012-2014 
 Finance/Foundation/Preschool/MMI  

 
 

Elyse Bohling (Secretary), 2010-2012 

Mark Briley, 2012-2014     
Property & Stewardship  

Lori Evans, 2010-2012   
 Worship & Music  

Jim Falcon, 2010-2012 (1 year partial)  
 Christian Outreach, Mutual Ministries II  
 

2012 Congregational Council  
Claudette Nelson, 2011-2013   
 Christian Education, Youth & Family  

Arleen Petersen, 2010-2012     
 Stewardship  

Lynn Riley, 2011-2013     
 Property, Mutual Ministries I  

Jill Stevenson, 2011-2013    
 Christian Outreach  
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F.L.Y. (First Lutheran Youth)  
 

will meet on Wednesdays from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. All kids in 

6th, 7th, and 8th grades and 

grades 9 thru 12 will gather  

together for food and fun!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
July 18 -22, 2012  
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Open enrollment for 2012-2013  

preschool school year. 
 

 Enrollment is open  

to the public.  
 

Please call Gail Jensen at  

534 -4290 to enroll today!  

 

9:15 -9:30 Donuts for all  

9:30 -9:45 Gathering Time 

9:45 -10:15 Learning Fun  

2012 National Youth Gathering Fundraiser  

Sweetheart Dinner 
On the Menu: 
Prime Rib 
Baked Potato 
Salad & Dessert 

February 12, 2012 
5:00pm-7:00pm 

Advance Ticket Sales 

 

One Person- $15.00  
Two Persons- $25.00 
Children 10 and under - $10.00 

Location: 
First Lutheran  

305 West 5th Street 
North Platte, NE 

(308)532-0250 

Youth Garage Sale  
March 17, 2012  

 

Itõs time again to de-clutter 
your closets and bring any  

unwanted treasures to FELC 
for our youth garage sale!  

 

Drop off at FELC anytime  

before March 17th.  

 

First Communion   
First Communion will be on  
April 8, 2012, Easter Sunday.   
 

If you know of a child who is in 5th 
grade, 10 years old or older that 
would like to partake, please have  
them contact the office.  

Summer Church Camps 2012  
Summer camps are available for youth 
1

st
 grade up to 12

th
 grade. There are 

great deals for those that register in  
advance and First Ev. Lutheran will help 
make the trip possible.  We have heard 
great things from those who attended in 
past years and encourage everyone to 
try it out!   

Contact Marcia for more information.  



 1st  Lesson Psalm 2nd Lesson Gospel 

Feb. 5  
5 Epiphany 

Isa 40:  
21-31 

Psalm 147:  

1-11, 20c 

1 Cor 9: 
16-23 

Mark 1:  
29-39 

Feb. 12  
6 Epiphany 

2 Kings 2: 
1-14 

Psalm 30 1 Cor 9: 
24-27 

Mark 1:  
40-45 

Feb. 19  
Transfiguration 

of Our Lord  

2 Kings 2: 
1-12 

Psalm 50: 
1-6 

2 Cor 4:  

3-6 

Mark 9:  
2-9 

Feb. 22  
Ash Wednesday  

Joel 2:  
1-2, 12-17 or 
Isa 58:1 -12 

Psalm 51: 
1-17 

2 Cor 5:  
20b -6:10 

Matt 6:  
1-6, 16-21 

Feb. 26  
1 Lent 

Gen 9: 
8-17 

Psalm 25: 
1-10 

1 Peter 3:  
18-22 

Mark 1:  
9-15 

 

ñThe prayer of the 

righteous  

is  powerful  

and  effective.ò  

James 5:16  

 

HOME COMMUNION TO SH UT-INS!    
If you or somebody you know has been homebound and 

would like to receive communion, please contact the church 
office at 308-532-0250.  The ñAssisting Ministers of  

Communionò visit and serve communion during the month 
to homebound members of First Lutheran Church. 

PAGE 4 PAGE 4 BELL CHOIRS  
Holy Harmony: Thursdayôs at 5:30 PM 
Angelic Ringers: Sundayôs at 9:30 AM 
 

CHOIR  
Choir Practice: Thursdayôs at 6:30 PM  
         Everyone Welcome!  
 

 

BIBLE STUDIES  
Marcia Dorn: Wednesdays from 5 PM to 6 PM 
Pastor Frank: Wednesdays from 7 PM to 8 PM 
Last Bible Study will be February 15, 2012  

 

BINGO  
2nd Tuesday @ 2:00 PM: Centennial Park 

 
 

CIRCLES (WELCA)  
Board Meeting: First Wednesday at 9:30 AM 
Adah Circle: Third Tuesday at 9:00 AM 
Esther/Lois Circle: Third Thursday at 1:00 PM 
Miriam Circle: First Monday at 7:30 PM  
Ruth Circle: Third Monday at 6:30 PM  
 
 

COMMUNITY COMMUNION  
3rd Tuesday at Centennial Park @ 2:00 PM 
3rd Tuesday at Buffalo Bill Manor @ 3:00 PM 
 

BIRTHS  
 

FUNERALS  
Mary ñMaxineò Hendrickson,  January 7, 2012 
Marcia Dorn, A.i.M. 
Donald Lewis Dutcher, January 5, 2012 
No FELC Services. Service held in Iowa. 

 
 

GRACE MINISTRIES FOOD PANTRY  
Friday from 1-3 PM   (Helpers always welcome).   

MENõS BREAKFAST 
Friday at 7:00 AM with Devotions 

 

PRAISE BAND  
Meets each Wednesday 
 

QUILTS & PRAYER SCARVES  
Tie Quilts: Last Thursday at 1:00 PM 
Prayer Scarves: Every Friday: 9 AM to 11 AM 
 

SALVATION ARMY SOUP SUPPER  
First Lutheran Church will sponsor the Friday  
evening soup supper at the Salvation Army:  
February 24, May 11, July 27, October 12,  
December 28. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  
Ages 3 years through High School! 
 9:15-9:30 Donuts for all  
 9:30-9:45 Gathering time  
 9:45-10:15 Learning fun  
 

F.L.Y. (First L utheran Youth)  
F.L.Y. will meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. All kids in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades and 
grades 9 thru 12 will gather together for food and 
fun!  
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PLEASE  KEEP  THE  FOLLOWING   
PEOPLE  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS !      

 

 

 

 

 

 
Connie Coleman  Dallas Dye  
Judy Gifford  Pat Griffin  
Con Janas  Amanda Janas  
Stan Johnson  Alice Knox   
Ivan Knox  Linda Marquardt  
Jon Petersen  Gretchen Witt  
Randy Witt   
 

OTHER PRAYERS: 
 

Ryan Criddle, Alex Feeney, Devin Lunzman, 
Aaron Niles, Matt Salinas, Tim Salinas,  

Chase Schuett, Seth Schuett, Evan Williams  
and all in the military.  

 

If you know somebody or would like to be added to 
the prayer list, please contact the church office,  
Pastor Frank or Marcia.  
 

Prayer Chain  
Call Alice Knox , 532 -3383 , with your prayer 
concerns to include in private prayers of  
members of our prayer chain. 

Avg. Weekly  
Attendance  

 

2012  
(4 weeks)  

 

2011  
 

2010  

January  162  172  221  

New Member Class  

 

If you are interested in becoming a member 
of First Lutheran Church or know somebody 
who would like to become a  member, please 
call or stop by the church office. 
 

CLASSES IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY:  
Sunday, February 5 and February 12 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED ON:  
February 19, 2012 
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If you would like to provide flowers for a ñspecial occasionò,  ñin honor ofò, ñin memory ofò or ñto the Glory 
of Godò, please pick-up a form in the front office.  The cost is $35.00 for one pair of bouquets .   

 

On Mondays, flowers are taken to our members in the hospital, who have been ill, or are  
celebrating special days. We are in need of volunteers to provide this service.  

Altar Flowers Are Given by... 

 

O 
P 
E 
N 

 

S 
U 
N 
D 
A 
Y 
S 

Saturday FEB 4 FEB 11 FEB 18 FEB 26 

Greeter Lee Lamberty Barbara Marlow Sharon & Lynn Riley Vera Johnson 

Reader Sharon Riley Lee Lamberty Barbara Marlow Keith Kempke 

Communion 
Assistant 

Kathy Reifschneider Sharon Riley Lee Lamberty Barbara Marlow 

Usher Gordon Reifschneider Etta Morton Lynn Riley Lee Lamberty 

Sound Etta Morton Etta Morton Etta Morton Etta Morton 

          

8:15 FEB 5 FEB 12 FEB 19 FEB 26 

Greeter Scouts Lora Hiltabidel Sandra & Jerry Stoll Melissa & Marty Johnson 

Acolyte Hayley Piper Roena Morton Hayley Piper Roena Morton 

Lector Scouts Betty Knepke Larry Piper Linda Lehman 

Communion 
Assistants 

Kathy & Bob Hinrichs 
Linda Lehman 

Bonnie Johnson 
Melissa Johnson 

Betty Knepke 
Donna & Marion Effenbeck 

Ushers Scouts 

Jerry Jensen 
Glenn Johnson 

Rocky May 
Mark Obermeier 

Tyler Aden 
Garrett Piper 
Betty Knepke 

Sandra & Jerry Stoll 
Anna Morton  

Sound Anna Morton Joel Jensen Anna Morton Joel Jensen 

Altar Care Deanna & Jim Schwartz Bonnie Johnson Betty Knepke Melissa Johnson 

Liturgist  Marion Effenbeck  Marion Effenbeck Marion Effenbeck   Marion Effenbeck 

Coffee Volunteers Scout Breakfast 
 Polly Shahan   
Flo Gadway 

Shannon Vanderheiden 
Barbara Workman  

Lois Circle 

Church Office Elyse Bohling Elyse Bohling Elyse Bohling Elyse Bohling 

          

10:30 FEB 5 FEB 12 FEB 19 FEB 26 

Greeter Scouts Mary & Jerry Johnson Donna Scheledwitz  
Shannon & Tim  
Vanderheiden 

Acolyte Brienne Nielsen Kaitlyn Hansen Amberlynn Reed 
Jacob French 

Cole Vanderheiden 

Lector Scouts Bob Petersen  Jill Stevenson Frankie Moore 

Communion 
Assistants 

Jill Stevenson 
Rojean Einsphar 

Jill Hansen 
Morgan Hansen  

Jim Falcon 
Jill Falcon 

Mark Obermeier 
Donna Scheledwitz 

Ushers Scouts  

Jerry Johnson 
Gus Reutzel 
Kaitlyn Naylor 
Michael Wilcox 

Bill Keithley 
Gerry Krueger 

Morgan Hanson 
Sara French 

Kaye Gibbons 
Lowell Moore 
Allison Burkert 
Trisha Stout 

Sound Jarrett Siefford Jim Falcon John Scheledwitz Jarrett Siefford 

Altar Care 
Rae Gullion  

Lillian Higgins  
Pat Obermeier 

Mark Obermeier 
Joan Johansen 
Lillian Higgins 

Arta & Albert Sonnemann 

Worship Leader Arleen Petersen  Arleen Petersen Arleen Petersen Arleen Petersen 

FEBRUARY 2012 VOLUNTEER  SCHEDULE 

February  5 12 19 26 X 

March  4 11 X 25 X 

April  1 8 15 X 29 

May  X 13 20 X X 

June  3 10 17 24 X 

July  1 8 15 X 29 

August  5 12 19 26 X 

September  X 9 16 23 30 

October  7 14 21 X X 

November  4 11 18 25 X 

December  X 9 X X 30 

rFebruary 5:    OPEN  
rFebruary 12:  OPEN  
rFebruary 19:  OPEN  
rFebruary 26:  OPEN  
 

Your contributions help provide 
flowers to beautify our worship 
services.  There are a lot of open 

dates throughout the year. Please 
let the office know if there is a  

special occasion that you would 
like to recognize.  

Thank you.  
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THANK YOU NOTES  
 

I want to thank the church for the beautiful  
  poinsettia you gave. I appreciate it very much. 

Thank you!                ~Beulia E. Sonneman 
 

Thanks to Polly Shahan, Joan Johansen, and Marcia 
for communion and the beautiful cup with  

  Christmas flowers. I am blessed to belong to the 
First Lutheran Church.   

              ~May God Bless you all, Bertha 
 

Iôm Enjoying the beautiful poinsettia that was  
  delivered to me from the church.  
  Thank you so much!    ~Maurine Miller 
 
Thank you for your generosity in providing Christmas 

gifts and food for two of our families. Both of these 
moms were humbled by the many gifts there would 
be for their children on Christmas morning. Your 
kindness means so much! Blessings to you in the 
New year!            ~Sincerely, Missy Greene, RDAP 

 

Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia from 
First Lutheran delivered by Carol Mohr and Vera 
Johnson. We had the nicest visit!   

                 ~Wanda Tuenge 
 

A special thank you to all who helped with Pastor 
Frank and Hollyôs wedding and reception. It was 
wonderful! Thanks so much for your help and  

  support. Thanks also for your thoughtful gifts and 
cards!                    ~Pastor Frank and Holly Fitch 

 

I would like to thank the church for the beautiful  
  poinsettia that I received. Also, thank you to the 

Hansen family for the lap robe and tray full of 
treats!           ~Bev Saathoff 

 

Thank you for putting my name on the Angel tree. 
Bob and Arleen drew my name and bought me a 
lovely Christmas gift. I am so pleased and blessed 
to be among such wonderful people. Also, thank 
you Claudette and Gene for bringing the beautiful 
poinsettia! Thank you again!                    ~Hazel W. 

 

Thank you for the prayers of ñmy church familyò. 
Thank you Joan, Marcia and Polly for your visit and 
flowers. They were both enjoyed and appreciated. 
     ~God Bless you, Doris Peters 

 
Thanks for the lovely flowers. Thank you Marcia for 

bringing the young folks of First Lutheran to sing 
for me!          ~Lorraine Branting 

 

Special thanks to our generous congregation for  
  supporting our youth mission fundraisers! 
 

Are you a new member to FELC? Or a young mother  
wanting to meet other Christian women?  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact the church office and we will be happy to have one of our WELCA  
circle members contact you. Join in our fellowship, bible study and service.  

First Lutheran, Thank you so much for the lovely 
poinsettia given to us and we thank Claude for  

  delivering it to our home. We also thank you for 
the two beautiful poinsettias given to Randy and 
Gretchen. Especially we want to thank Joan and 
Rae for delivering them to the Care Center at  

  Gothenburg. This meant so much to us! We too 
want to thank you for the prayers you give for 
Randy and Gretchen every Sunday. Your prayers 
and Godôs love is what helps us get through each 
day.         ~God bless you all, Helen & Ruth 

 

Thank you First Lutheran for the beautiful Christmas 
poinsettia. A million thanks to Carol Mohr who  

  delivered it on an extremely windy day (gusting up 
to 60 m.p.h.)! By the way, the plant blends well 
with my poinsettia table cloth.  

                 ~Happy Holidays, Marie Bonney 
 

Dear Friends, Happy New Year! As we welcome in 
2012, I realize that part of my thanks should have 
come in 2011!! From Dec. 9, thanks are in order 
for your donation of 13 sacks and 4 boxes of food! 
And, from 1/1/12, I send thanks for your donation 
of $164!! My oh MY!!  What a help your gifts were 
to us at such a lean time!! Together, we are    
making a difference in the lives of the less         
fortunate! Thank you & God Bless you ALL!      

             ~Grace Ministries  Food Pantry,              
                First Presbyterian, Leigh Henline 

 

 

Thank you for remembering me on my birthday.  
  The flowers were great.                 ~Duane Dunbar 
 

Thank you to Ed Mohr for shoveling the snow and 
ice in front of the garage.      

Thank you to Lynn Riley, Greg Wolfram and Lynnôs 
4 grandchildren, Katie & Drew Wolfram and Tyler 
& DeLynn Aden for cleaning out and rearranging 
the garage so preschool and scouts can get their 
things indoors.  

 

Thank you Bob Hinrichs for your maintenance help! 
Thank you ALL very much!            ~Dorothy 

 
Thank you Cleda McCammon and Mark Luttrell for 

making and installing the concrete caps on the 
parking lot sign.   

       ~Travis Beck 
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