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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Pastor Nathan Aaseng makes an observation: 

 

Following the gross infidelity with the golden calf, God  
decides that if this God/human relationship is going to work, 
we have to solve a big problem. God cannot be with us 
when we act like God doesn't exist or doesn't matter.  
So what are we going to do to make it possible for God to  
be in the center of our lives, where God wants to be?  

 

As usual, God provides the answer, which is to spend time and treasure creating 
space in their lives for God to be with them.  In Exodus 35, Moses says, "Here is 
the thing that the LORD has commanded. Take from among you an offering to the 
Lord; let whoever is generous of heart bring the Lord's offering: gold, silver, and 
bronze, etc."  Then, "All who are skillful among you shall come and make all that 
the LORD has commanded: a tabernacle." 
 

The two elements of any stewardship emphasis are right there:  

 

They passed the offering plate.  

 

Then they passed out the time and talent sheets.  

 

How did the Israelites respond? They came, everyone whose heart was stirred,  
and everyone whose spirit was willing, and brought the Lord's offering to be used.  
Then Moses called together everyone with a skill, and "everyone whose heart was 
stirred to come to do the work."  
 

God didn't stand back and wait for them to create a space. Everyone whose heart 
was stirred contributed to the offering. Everyone whose heart was stirred filled out 
that time and talent sheet and reported for work.  God provided the resources and 
the skills to do the work of creating this space for God. Then God's spirit provided 
the nudge for them to want to do it. That's exactly how God works today.  

http://www.workingpreacher.org/contributor_detail.aspx?author_id=5
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Avg. Weekly  
Attendance  

 

November 2011 (3 wk) 195 

November 2010 195 

November 2009 230 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes, October 18, 2011 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:  To make Christ known in our love for one another, by service to our neighbor, and 
in worship of God. 

 

Meeting called to order by President Rick Kolkman at 7:00 pm. 
Opening Devotions:  Rick Kolkman 
Previous Minutes:  Motion made to approve the minutes from the September 20, 2011 meeting.   

Motion carried. 
Congregational memberõs forum and Correspondence:  None. 
Committee Reports: 

Christian Ed/Youth & Family ï Everything is going well.  Averaging 20 children at Sunday School on  
 Sunday and 25 kids for FLY on Wednesday evening. There were 39 that went through the corn maze. 
 Finance ï YTD summary shows both expenses and income are below budget with YTD deficit of $45,510.  

There has been no change in giving even with presentations at the services. 
Worship & Music ï Plans have been made for the holiday services.  Thanksgiving Service will be  
 Wednesday, November 23rd at 7:30 pm.  Committee will provide ice cream and members will be asked to 

provide pies.  Christmas Eve Services will be Saturday, December 24th at 7:30 and 11:00 pm.  Christmas 
Day Service will be Sunday, December 25th at 10:30 am (only one service).  New Yearôs Day Service will 
be Sunday, January 1st at 10:30 am (only one service).   

Christian Outreach ï Lincoln Connection is doing a coat drive in November and we may work with them to 
collect coats and ask Beth to speak at services.  They are accepting donations of cold and flu medicines. 
Work with youth to paint a room at the RDAP shelter.  Marcia and Amy attended the Mission Field trip in  

 Lexington at the end of September.  Marcia gave a report of what they experienced. Committee is  
 looking at adopting a family for Christmas through RDAP or Lincoln Connection. Looking for members. 
Stewardship ï Envelopes will be mailed quarterly to membersô homes in 2012 instead of boxes for the 

whole year.  Pastor shared a stewardship program with committee that is wonderful.  Looking for more 
members.   

Library ï No report. 
Preschool ï The program has 54 enrolled; capacity is 60. Plans are being made to install playground  
 equipment and a fence.   
Property ï No Report. 
Foundation ï Committee held their quarterly meeting and reviewed funds.  Some money is available 

through the endowment funds; can use interest earned but not the principle.  Shrake fund is available to 
the Council to meet operating expenses.  Foundation documents are all located within the church  

 building; may be accessed through Olene Beck.  One position is vacant on the board and  Bob Petersen 
and Keith Kempke were nominated.  Next meeting is December 8th. 

Mutual Ministry 1 ï Pastor Frank Fitch III ï Continue to meet. 
Mutual Ministry 2 ï Marcia Dorn ï Continue to meet.  

Old Business:   
2012 Budget ð Draft of budget distributed for Council to review and discuss at next meeting.  2012 budget 

increased $13,000 over the 2011 budget.  Increase is due to the moving some utilities to budget plan in 
the middle of 2011.  

Operating Expenses ð Motion by Jim Falcon and seconded by Lee Lamberty to transfer $25,000 from 
Shrake fund to checking account.  Motion carried. 

New Business: 
Fee structure for the church and building will be reviewed.  Will also discuss reaching out to people who come 
for a special service or event and donôt return for another service or event. 
 

Meeting adjourned with the Lordôs Prayer at 8:25 pm 
Next meeting is November 15, 2011 at 7 pm 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Elyse Bohling. 

 

              131
st

 ANNUAL  
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

 

Sunday, January 15, 2012  
between the 8:15 and 10:30 

     Sunday morning Worship services 

 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church will hold their 

Annual Meeting in the east fellowship dining hall. 

Each committee and organization will 
need to submit a report of membership, 
officers and activities during 2011.  
 

December 15, 2011 
Committee reports need 
to be in the church office. 
 

January 4, 2012 
Financial reports need to be in 
the church office by 4:00PM. 

 

4ÈÅ ȰΨΦΧΧ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ  
available to the congregation on  
January 7, 2012. 



POINSETTIAS to decorate our Sanctuary for Christmas  
 

I would like to furnish a Poinsettia for Christmas services at First Evangelical Lutheran Church.  
 I wish to purchase one through the Church. ($12.50 each)                 I will bring my own.  
                    

Bulletin information as follows (deadline is December 15, 2011) :      
 

òPoinsettias are given by:ó NAME(S): ______________________________________________________ 
   

     to the Glory of God.                in memory ofé    in honor ofé 
 

Message:  __________________________________________________________________________  
 

                __________________________________________________________________________  
 

After Christmas Services: ( please check one):  I will pick up my poinsettia      Deliver to a shut - in 
 

Name (if questions): __________________________________    Phone Number: __________________  

Poinsettias for sale...  
 

Help decorate the Sanctuary on Christmas. You may order one for yourself, or for a  
shut-in.  Order forms can be found at the front office or inside the bulletins.   

After the Christmas services, we need volunteers to deliver the poinsettias to the shut-ins.   
Deadline to order into church office: December 15, 2011  

Tear off and return to First Ev. Lutheran Church 

Gifts for the Troops  
 

Sunday,  December 4, 2011  
after 10:30 AM service 

 

Heidi will be collecting gifts 
(cookies, jerky, long shoe laces, 
deodorant, Christmas cards, etc.) 

to send to our deployed  
members this holiday season. 

 

ANGEL TREE  

 
 

WHAT DO I DO?  

The Angel Tree is located 
in the narthex.  Names of  
people to be remembered 
will be placed on the tree 
inside Angel cards. You 
may pick an Angel card 
and buy a gift for the  
person or persons listed. 
 

 

Please help spread Christmas joy and deliver 
your gift in person! If you are unable to deliver 
your gift, you may drop it off at the church office 
and we will find someone to deliver it for you. 
Call the office with questions 308-532-0250. 
 

A warm thank you to the Sunday School youth 
for making the ñAngel Cardsò for the tree. 

 

 

Thanks for sharing your blessings  
with others this Christmas season.      



Our preschool is participating in the Community 

Discount Card Fundraiser. The discount card 

features savings from 65 different businesses in 

our community, and is reusable as many times as 

you want until December of 2012! These cards 

would make wonderful stocking stuffers for 

family and friends, and helps to support our 

North Platte businesses!  

 

Each card sells for $7.50 and our preschool 

gets to keep $5.25 for each card sold!  
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Open enrollment for 2012-2013  

preschool school year. 
 

December 1 st :  
 Enrollment for First  

Lutheran Church and Messiah 

Lutheran Church families.  

 

January 1 st :  
 enrollment is open  

to the public.  
 

Please call Gail Jensen at  

534 -4290 to enroll today!  

FELC Preschool Christmas Program   

December 2, 2011 at 10:00 A.M. 
*  Join us in the Sanctuary for a program by our very own Preschoolers!  * 
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Sunday School Schedule 
 

9:15 -9:30 Donuts for all  

9:30 -9:45 Gathering Time 

9:45 -10:15 Learning Fun  

 

F.L.Y. (First Lutheran Youth)  
 

will meet on Wednesdays from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. All kids in 

6th, 7th, and 8th grades and 

grades 9 thru 12 will gather  

together for food and fun!  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
July 18 -22, 2012  

Middle School Gathering 

December 28-29, 2011  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For youth in grades 6 -8  
and their adult leaders  

 

At Sheridan Lutheran Church in Lincoln  

 

Highlights: A luau, live band and mission 
work in Lincoln!  

 

See the office or Marcia for Registration info.  

 
 

Childrenõs Christmas Program 
 

December 18, 2011 at 5:00 PM  
 

òCHRISTMAS COMES TO LIFEó 
 

*Followed by a soup supper*  

Santa Cop Shopping 
November 27, 2011 at 2:00 PM  
(meet in front of Cost Cutters at Wal -mart)  
The youth will be shopping for the Santa Cop 
Christmas program. This is a fun event for the 
youth and they also experience...  

THE GIFT OF GIVING! 

Caroling 
December 7, 2011 at 6:30 PM 

 

Meet at the church for  

a light meal, then head  

out to spread Christmas  

cheer caroling! 
 

All ages welcome to attend! 

~ Christmas program practice ~ 
A program practice will be held on  

December 17th at 10:00 AM 
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2012 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Offering envelopes will be mailed directly to 
your home during 2012. Please watch for your 
envelopes in your home mailbox.  

 

Using your envelopes helps assure that you 
are given proper credit for your contribution. 

 1st  Lesson Psalm 2nd Lesson Gospel 

Dec. 4  
2 Advent  

Isa 40:  
1-11 

Ps 85: 

1-2, 8 -13 

2 Peter 3:  
8-15a 

Mark 1:  
1-8 

Dec. 11  
3 Advent  

Isa 61: 1 -4, 
8-11 

Ps 126 1 Thess 5: 
16-24 

John 1: 
6-8, 19-28 

Dec. 18  
4 Advent  

2 Sam 7:  
1-11, 16 

Ps 89:  
1-4, 19-26 

Rom 16: 

25-27 

Luke 1: 
26-38 

Dec. 24  
Christmas Eve  

Isa 9:  
2-7 

Ps 96 Titus 2:  
11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 
[15-20]  

Dec. 25  
Christmas Day  

Isa 62:  
6-12 

Ps 97 Titus 3:  
4-7 

Luke 2: 
[1-7] 8 -20 

 

ñThe prayer of the 

righteous  

is  powerful  

and  effective.ò  

James 5:16  

 

HOME COMMUNION TO SH UT-INS!    
If you or somebody you know has been homebound and 

would like to receive communion, please contact the church 
office at 308-532-0250.  The ñAssisting Ministers of  

Communionò visit and serve communion during the month 
to homebound members of First Lutheran Church. 

PAGE 6 PAGE 6 BELL CHOIRS  
Holy Harmony: Thursdayôs at 5:30 PM 
Angelic Ringers: Sundayôs at 9:30 AM 

 

BIBLE STUDIES  
Marcia Dorn: Wednesdays from 5 PM to 6 PM 

ñAdvent Reflectionsò NEW 4 week Bible Study!  

Pastor Frank: Wednesdays from 7 PM to 8 PM 
 

BINGO  
2nd Tuesday @ 2:00 PM: Centennial Park 

 

BAPTISMS  
 

Coy Roderick Corfield, November 13, 2011 
Haidyn Hansen , November 27, 2011 

 

CIRCLES (WELCA)  
Board Meeting: First Wednesday at 9:30 AM 
Adah Circle: Third Tuesday at 9:00 AM 
Lois Circle: Third Thursday at 9:30 AM 
Esther Circle: Third Thursday at 1:00 PM 
Miriam Circle: First Monday at 7:30 PM  
Ruth Circle: Third Monday at 6:30 PM  
 

CHOIR  
Drew Hillertz will lead the choir on December 
24th. Practices will be held Thursday Dec.1st, 
Wednesday Dec.7th, Wednesday Dec.14th, and 
Thursday Dec.22nd at 6:30 PM. 

 

COMMUNITY COMMUNION  
3rd Tuesday at Centennial Park @ 2:00 PM 
3rd Tuesday at Buffalo Bill Manor @ 3:00 PM 

 

FUNERALS  
Leslie H. Anderson , November 2, 2011 
Marcia Dorn, A.i.M. 

 

David Ellis Vallier , November 4, 2011 
Marcia Dorn, A.i.M. (Graveside) 
 

GRACE MINISTRIES FOOD PANTRY  
Friday from 1-3 PM   (Helpers always welcome).   

MENõS BREAKFAST 
Friday at 7:00 AM with Devotions 

 

PRAISE BAND  
Meets each Wednesday 
 

QUILTS & PRAYER SCARVES  
Tie Quilts: Last Thursday at 1:00 PM 
Prayer Scarves: Every Friday: 9 AM to 11 AM 
 

SALVATION ARMY SOUP SUPPER  
First Lutheran Church will sponsor the Friday  
evening soup supper at the Salvation Army:  
December 16 (Community Christmas Dinner) 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  
Ages 3 years through High School! 
 9:15-9:30 Donuts for all  
 9:30-9:45 Gathering time  
 9:45-10:15 Learning fun  
 

F.L.Y. (First L utheran Youth)  
F.L.Y. will meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. All kids in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades and 
grades 9 thru 12 will gather together for food and 
fun! First Lutheran Church, please contact the 
church office! 
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PLEASE  KEEP  THE  FOLLOWING   
PEOPLE  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS !      

 

 

 

 

 

 
Martha Anderson  Janessa Connick  
Flo Gadway  Judy Gifford   
Con Janas  Amanda Janas  
Stan Johnson  Ivan Knox    
Jon Petersen  Cliff Reichenburg  
Gretchen Witt  Randy Witt  
 

OTHER PRAYERS: 
 

Jeremy Adams, Ryan Criddle, Glenn Connet,  
Alex Feeney, Derrick Knolles, Devin Lunzman, 

Aaron Niles, Matt Salinas, Tim Salinas,  
Chase Schuett, Seth Schuett, Evan Williams  

and all in the military.  
 

If you know somebody or would like to be added to 
the prayer list, please contact the church office,  
Pastor Frank or Marcia.  
 

Prayer Chain  
Call Alice Knox , 532 -3383 , with your prayer 
concerns to include in private prayers of  
members of our prayer chain. 

Christmas Candles: December 21 st at 1:00 PM  
Join us in the church library as we assemble  

candles for the Christmas Eve Service!  
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If you would like to provide flowers for a ñspecial occasionò,  ñin honor ofò, ñin memory ofò or ñto the Glory 
of Godò, please pick-up a form in the front office.  The cost is $35.00 for one pair of bouquets .   

 

On Mondays, flowers are taken to our members in the hospital, who have been ill, or are  
celebrating special days. We are in need of volunteers to provide this service.  

Altar Flowers Are Given by... 

 

O 
P 
E 
N 

 

S 
U 
N 
D 
A 
Y 
S 

SAT @ 5:30 Dec 3 Dec 10 DEC 17 DEC 24 DEC 31 

Greeter Lee Lamberty 
Kathy & Gordon  
Reifschneider 

Marcia Dorn * * 

Reader Sharon Riley Lee Lamberty Barb Marlow * * 

Commun. Assist Barbara Marlow Sharon Riley Lee Lamberty * * 

Usher Keith Kempke Lee Lamberty Lynn Riley * * 

Sound Etta Morton Etta Morton Etta Morton * * 
      

SUNDAY 8:15 DEC 4 DEC 11 DEC 18 DEC 24  7:30 PM DEC  25 

Greeter Polly Shahan Elnora Miller Donna & Lawrence Dirksen Pat & Ken Glass * 

Acolyte Haley Piper Roena Morton Haley Piper 

Roena Morton 
Amberlynn Reed 

Cole Vanderheiden 
(2 NEEDED) 

* 

Lector Larry Piper Renee Piper Dan Twarling Marion Effenbeck * 

Communion 
Assistants 

Melissa Johnson 
Betty Knepke 

Donna & Marion  
Effenbeck 

Bonnie Johnson 
Jim Aufrecht 

Kathy & Bob Hinrichs * 

Ushers 
Jerry & Sandy Stoll 

  

Jerry Jensen 
Glenn Johnson 

Rocky May 
Mark Obermeier 

Garrett Piper 
Tyler Aden 

Betty Knepke 

Tyler Aden 
Claudette Nelson 

Gene Nelson 
* 

Sound Anna Morton Joel Jensen Anna Morton Joel Jensen * 

Altar Care 
Melissa Johnson 

  
Jim Aufrecht Betty Knepke Bonnie Johnson * 

Liturgist  Kathy Hinrichs Kathy Hinrichs Kathy Hinrichs Kathy Hinrichs * 

Coffee Volunteer  Fran Kempf, Verna David Youth Breakfast  Pat Glass, Betty Knepke *   

Church Office Jim Nisley Jim Nisley Jim Nisley * Jim Nisley 
      

SUNDAY 10:30 DEC 4 DEC 11 DEC 18 DEC 24 11:00PM DEC 25 

Greeter 
Twila Miller 

Holly Roeser 
Mary Sue & Norm  

Grabenstein 
Donna & Bill Keithley Liz & Steve Evans Rojean & Darrell Einspahr 

Acolyte 
Kaitlyn Hansen 
Brienne Neilsen 

Amberlynn Reed 
 

Jacob French 
Cole Vanderheiden 

Jacob French 
Tracie Clair 

Karlie Armstrong 
Kaitlyn Hansen 
(1 NEEDED) 

Karlie Armstrong 
Tracie Clair 

Lector Frankie Moore  Jennifer Wellan Lowell Moore Lori Evans Arleen Petersen 

Communion 
Assistants 

Jill & Jim Falcon Arleen & Bob Petersen 
Rojean Einspahr 
Mark Obermeier 

Jill & Morgan Hansen 
 

Jill Stevenson 
Donna Schledewitz 

Ushers 
Kim Kujath, Mike Brei 

Gerry Krueger 
Jerry Johnson 
Gus Reutzel  

Bill Keithley 
Lowell Moore  

Jerry Johnson, Kim Kujath 
Mike Brei, Mark Obermeier 

Kaitlyn Naylor 
Bob Petersen 

Sound Jarrett Siefford John Schledewitz Jarrett Siefford Jarrett Siefford John Schledewitz 

Altar Care 
Lillian Higgins 
Joan Johansen 

Pat Obermeier 
Mark Obermeier 

Joan Johansen 
Lillian Higgins 

Pat Obermeier 
Mark Obermeier 

Arta & Albert Sonneman 

Worship Leader  Jim Falcon Jim Falcon Jim Falcon Jim Falcon  Jim Falcon 

DECEMBER 2011 VOLUNTEER  SCHEDULE 

December  X 11 X 25 X 

January  1 8 X 22 29 

February  5 12 19 26 X 

March  4 11 18 25 X 

April  1 8 15 X 29 

May  6 13 20 27 X 

June  3 10 17 24 X 

July  1 8 15 22 29 

August  5 12 19 26 X 

rDecember 4:    George & Cleda McCammon, Art & Theresa Kesterson 
in             loving memory of mother and father, Ervin E. and  
            Marguerite Vencill.  

rDecember 11:  open  

rDecember 18:  Cleda & George McCammon, Hal Dowhower & Family,    
            Mark & Dee Luttrell & Family in loving memory of      
            husband-father -friend, Wayne Dowhower  

rDecember 25:  open  

Your contributions help provide flowers to  
beautify our worship services.  Thank you.  
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THANK YOU NOTES 
 

Thank you Vernon and Colleen Reutzel for donating 
coffee cups for altar flowers and Sunday school Bibles. 
 

I would like to thank everyone that called, sent cards, 
prayers and memorial money when my brother passed 
away. Memorial money went to First Lutheran Preschool 
and the Stapleton Cemetery.                   ~Twila 
 

Thank you to the church and our volunteers who  
delivered the beautiful flowers in honor of our 14th  
wedding anniversary. They were a wonderful surprise!      
      ~DiAnn and Rick 
 

Thank you so much for the flowers for our anniversary.  
It is so nice to be remembered.  
                Thanks again, Duane and Beth Dunbar 
 

A Huge Thank you to everyone who remembered me 
with cards, gifts and kind words for Clergy appreciation. 
I am truly blessed!                     ~Marcia 
 

To the Monday Morning Prayer Group: 
Many thanks to each on of you for the ñcuteò cup with 
autumn flowers & greenery. My thanks to Carol Mohr & 
Vera Johnson who also brought cheer and happiness 
along with the bouquet. You are all very special and       
I love you!                    ~Marie Bonney 
 

Thank You to the WELCA for all of your projects 
throughout the year and the wonderful Turkey dinner! 
 

Thank you Marcia for coming to visit Mel before his  
surgery!     ~Mel and Nyhlia Kempke 
 

We would like to thank each and every person who 
helped make this years Turkey dinner and Country 
Store a huge success!       ~Women of the ELCA 
 

Thank you to Shirley Larson for the beautiful flowers to 
brighten my day.      ~Olene 
 

Thank you so much for the flowers and to Carol Mohr  
for the nice visit and delivering the flowers to me. 

                ~ Bev Saathoff 

Some call Lutheran World  
Relief  òThe gospel with work gloves 
onó. Through it Lutherans put their 
faith into action by  
expressing Christian love for their 
neighbors around the world. 
 

Many thanks to all who gave their 
time, talents and gifts to  
another successful ingathering for 
LWR. November 7th, 1,216 lbs. of 
quilts, kits and soap were packed 
and delivered to Brown Transfer Co. 
This was a  
wonderful team effort.  
 

May these gifts bring glory to God. 
 

 ~Polly Shahan,  
  Donna Dircksen,  
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A wedding is a celebratory worship event.  
Family and friends gather as celebrants 
and witnesses as the bride and groom 

make promises before God.  As our family, 
our brothers and sisters here in North 
Platte, assembled as First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church, Holly and I invite each 
of you to share in our celebration. 


